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A parent’s guide to school: September 2020
Bushfield Road Infant School Nursery
How will social distancing be maintained?
Children will be put into ‘bubbles’. The Nursery bubble will contain no more than 30 children in Nursery at one time. Each bubble will have the same adults every day and these adults will socially distance from the other adults within the school. 
The ‘bubble’ will remain in the Nursery for the majority of time and will only go into main school to access the hall at lunch time. They will have access to the Nursery outdoor area at all times. They will have lunch time with their bubble within the school hall and they will not mix with children in other bubbles. The children will be supervised by Nursery lunch time staff at lunch time.

Children will ONLY use the Nursery gate to enter and exit the Nursery. The children will not enter Nursery through the main school playground. There will be no whole school events, such as assemblies.

Whilst in Nursery, the children will have access to toys inside and the use of the outdoor space will be encouraged as much as possible. Children are not expected to socially distance from the other children in their bubble but we will endeavour to keep children at a distance and discourage physical contact. As these children are young there may be occasions where they may make accidental contact with other children in their class bubble.
If your child is upset leaving you in the morning and you need support from the nursery staff to bring them into school, then the staff will wear PPE for this purpose. PPE will consist of an apron, visor and gloves. 

Your child will be discouraged from cuddling, hugging and holding hands with the adults in nursery but the staff may comfort your child if they are upset. Again PPE may be worn at these times.
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What are the access arrangements?
The school will have staggered times for dropping off and collecting children from different year groups. All Nursery children will enter Nursery through the Nursery gates ONLY. The Nursery doors will be open from 9.00am until 9.10am for dropping off and between and 3pm until 3.10pm for collecting. There will be a one way system marked out for entering and exiting Nursery to enable families to follow social distancing rules.

We ask that children do not arrive early because you must not congregate outside Nursery and your child must stay next to you.  Parents need to leave the school grounds as soon as their child has entered Nursery or as soon as you have collected your child. A limit of one adult per family is allowed on the school grounds. 
Please encourage your child to enter the Nursery independently, carrying their own belongings themselves. Parents will not be allowed to enter the school building for any reason. If you require support from a member of staff to bring your child into school then PPE may be worn for this purpose.

Face to face contact with Nursery staff will be limited. If you need to speak to a member of staff then please telephone or e-mail the school. If staff have a message for you then we will ring you rather than talking at the door. Please make sure we have up to date contact details for you and let us know if you change your mobile phone number.
What do children need to bring with them?

Children can bring their school bags and book bags into Nursery. Children will need to have a change of clothes in Nursery. If your child is having a packed lunch then that can be brought to school in a labelled Lunch box. Please make sure lunchboxes are cleaned before bringing them back the next day. Please use the labelled money bags to send dinner money to school. Please do not hand staff any money on the door. If you are paying for additional Nursery hours then the money needs to be paid at the main school office.  Please do not allow your child to bring toys or books from home into school.
Children will need to wear their school uniform. Clothes do not need to be washed any more than usual.

What will children be doing in school?

We have very strict guidelines on what we will allow children to use whilst in school. All soft furnishings will be removed from rooms in addition to toys that cannot be disinfected. Play dough and sand play will not be allowed. The children will not be able to access the mud kitchen outside.  Children will still have the opportunity to play and learn using limited resources and these will be disinfected after use. Children will not share resources or equipment with other bubbles within the school.

There will still be some planned adult led activities and children will be able to access play resources that have been set up both inside and outside. Nursery children will follow the EYFS curriculum. There will be a heavy focus on supporting children with personal, social, emotional and social development.

Time will be built into the school day for regular handwashing particularly after coming into school, after sneezing or coughing, before and after handling food or eating, after going to the toilet and before going home. We will encourage children not to touch their mouth, eyes and nose and use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze (catch it, bin it, kill it).
Cleaning of the Nursery environment will be a priority for the Nursery staff with time planned in regularly throughout the day to clean and disinfect frequently touched areas such as surfaces, toys, chairs and toilets.
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What if someone becomes ill?
It will be your responsibility as a parent to make sure your child is well enough to come to school. We may check your child’s temperature if they say they are feeling unwell or if they look unwell. 
The Government advice is that school staff members do NOT need to wear face masks, nor do children. However, if a child becomes ill, they will be moved to a ventilated empty room with one member of staff who will wear the appropriate PPE at that time. You will be phoned to collect your child as soon as possible and you will be advised to follow the ‘Stay at home: Guidance for households with possible or confirmed Coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’
If you or someone at school displays symptoms of Coronavirus (COVID-19), you must inform the school immediately. You must engage with the NHS Test and Trace process and get a test. Tests can be booked on line through the NHS testing and tracing for Coronavirus website:

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus 

or ordered by telephone via NHS 119. The school will take swift action and report any positive tests to the local authority and the local health protection team. 

In the event of a positive test, THE CLASS BUBBLE WILL ALL NEED TO SELF-ISOLATE FOR 14 DAYS. 
If your child falls or is hurt, staff will help them. Staff may wear PPE at this time. PPE will also be worn if your child needs support with self-care.

We will contact you and an ambulance if your child becomes seriously unwell.

How do I get further information?
If the Government update or change their advice and guidance to schools over the summer holidays, then we will try our best to inform you. Please keep an eye on our website for any updates. www.bushfieldinfants.co.uk   

We are looking forward to seeing you all in September
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